WOKINGHAM           METEOROLOGICAL          DATA
                   Wokingham Climatological Station,    Emmbrook,     Berkshire.      
                                                  Lat/Long 51(25(N 00(51(W  NGR (SU)800699  Altitude 44m ASL.  
Monthly Means and Totals                                                                                             MAY 2003               

Temperature ((C / (F)


Anomaly
     Rank




Mean maximum
17.8
64.0
+0.8
39th highest in 122 years




Mean minimum
 7.8
46.0
+0.8
16th highest in 122 years




Daily mean
12.8
55.0
+0.8
29th highest in 122 years




Highest maximum
28.4
83.1
on 31st 
Lowest maximum
13.0
55.4
on 16th 

Highest minimum
13.5
56.3
on 28th 
Lowest minimum
1.0
33.8
on 15th 

Mean grass minimum
 4.3
39.7

Lowest grass minimum
-3.3
26.1
on 15th 

Mean earth @30 cm
13.2
55.8
+0.1
Earth @100 cm
11.8
53.2
+0.5

Frost duration (hrs)
0.0


Rain duration (hrs)
29.3



Rainfall total (mm / in)
44.2
1.74
88%
59th highest in 122 years




Highest daily fall
8.2
0.32
on 19th 





Number of: Dry days (<0.2mm)
18
Wet days (>0.9mm)
10
days (5mm
4



Sunshine total (hrs)
208.4
Daily mean
6.72
105%
Sunniest day
14.5
on 31st 

No days with: Air frost
0
 Ground frost
7
Snow falling
0
Snow lying
0

                 Thunder
2
Hail (5mm
1
Small hail/ice
1
Fog @09
0
Nil sun
1

Air pressure MSL : Mean @09 GMT (mbar/in)
1016.0
+0.1
30.00





Absolute highest
1027.1

30.33
on 7th 




Absolute lowest
 996.3

29.42
on 2nd 




Anomaly = departure from 1971 to 2000 average.  

Notes:                     Mild,       with      Rainfall    and       Sunshine     Near      Normal.   

Temperature. Apart from the odd warm day in the first week, daily temperatures were mostly close to normal during May,  that is, until the final 4 days when a hot spell set in. This lifted the mean temperature to 0.8( above the May average, although it was still equal coolest with 2002 in the past 6 years. The month's highest temperature, 28.4( on the 31st, is 3( above the median, and is highest since 1989, which had 28.5( on the 23rd, but one has to look back to 1953 to find a hotter day than that during May. However, 28.4( is well below the record of 31.8( experienced on the 29th May 1944. The month's lowest air temperature, 1.0( on the 15th, is 0.5( above the long-term median and 4.2( above the record lowest held jointly by 1935 to 1938. The lowest maximum, 13.0(, is 2.2( above the median, while the highest minimum is 1.2( above its median. The mean daily temperature range, 10.1(, is equal to the average for the past 28 years. The lowest grass minimum, -3.3( on the 15th, is lowest only since 2001, and is 0.5( above the average for the past 24 years. However, the 7 ground frosts is most since 1996. Rainfall. A dry spell of 8 days ended  on the 10th, and another of 6 days on the 31st, helping to keep the total rainfall for the month to 12 % below average. The highest daily fall, 8.2 mm, is on the low side, 5.4 mm below the median, and lowest since 1998. The total duration of measurable rain, 29.3 hours, is 8.8 hours below the average for the past 11 years. A notable hailstorm on the 13th produced stones near 1 cm diameter, and fell in such a quantity that it remained unmelted for several hours in places. Sunshine. Slightly more sun than in May last year, but slightly less than in 2001, this month's mean is just 5 % above average. There were 7 days with <3 hours, 16 with >6 hours, 11 with >9 hours and 8 with >12 hours. Wind. The mean speed of 6.7 mph this month is exactly equal to average. The 20th was the windiest day, 11.6 mph, but the month's highest gusts of 40 mph were on the 2nd and 19th. The least windy day was the 28th, 2.5 mph, and there were 18 hours with a mean speed of 0.5 mph or less. Daily mean direction/number of days: N,0  NE,0  E,3  SE,0  S,7  SW,14  W,6  NW,1. Humidity. The overall mean relative humidity this May was 75.1 %, and the lowest one minute mean was 31 % on the 4th. Commentary. From the 1st to the 10th, daily maximum temperatures ranged from 2( below normal on the 2nd to 7( above on the 4th, while minima were 2( below on the 6th and 6( above on the 5th, giving overall anomalies for the 10 days of +1.4( and +1.3( for max and min resp. 10.2 mm of rain fell on the first two days, then it was dry. Sunshine was variable, but the 4th, 6th, 7th and 9th all had over 80 % of the maximum, and the 10  day mean of 7.6 hours is 19 % above normal. SW'ly winds were fresh until the 3rd, became moderate S'ly on the 4th, veered W'ly and dropped light on the 6th, increasing moderate on 9th and backing S'ly on 10th. From the 11th to the 20th, daily maxima were below normal every day except the 15th, ranging from 4( below normal on the 16th, the month's coolest day, to near normal on the 15th. Daily minima ranged from 5( below normal on the 15th, the month's coldest night, to 4( above the 18th and 19th, giving 10 day mean anomalies of –1.6( and –0.3( for max and min resp. Rain was recorded on each day, giving a 10 day total of 30.2 mm, 86 % above normal. Only the 15th had over 80 % of maximum sunshine, and the 3 days 16th to 19th produced a total of only 1.5 hours. The 10 day mean of 5.1 hours was 20 % below normal. Moderate SW'ly winds on the 11th veered NW'ly by the 14th, backed S'ly on 15th, and increased to fresh SW'ly on the 17th. From the 21st to the 31st, maximum temperatures ranged from 1( below normal on the 21st to 9( above on the 31st, the month's hottest day. Daily minima were 2( below normal on the 26th and 5( above on the 28th, and the 11 day mean anomalies were +2.7( and +1.8( for max and min resp. Rain on the 21st and 25th produced 3.8 mm in an otherwise dry period, just 21 % of normal. 4 days had over 80 % of maximum sunshine, with the final 3 days giving a total of 40.4 hours, helping the 11 day mean to 7.4 hours, 16 % above normal. Moderate or fresh SW'ly winds dropped light on the 24th, were moderate W'ly on 25th, thence backing steadily to become light E'ly by 28th, ending the month on a moderate S'ly for the 31st.

                               B J Burton. FRMetS.

                               Hon. Met. Officer to Wokingham Town Council.

